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43 CFR Subtitle A (10–1–96 Edition)§ 23.3

during operations for the discovery, de-
velopment, surface mining, and onsite
processing of minerals under permits,
leases, or contracts issued pursuant to:
The Mineral Leasing Act of February
25, 1920, as amended (30 U.S.C. 181–287);
the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired
Lands (30 U.S.C. 251–359); and title 23,
United States Code, section 317, relat-
ing to appropriation for highway pur-
poses of lands owned by the United
States.

(b) The regulations in this part do
not cover the exploration for oil and
gas or the issuance of leases, or oper-
ations thereunder, for oil and gas under
the mineral leasing acts, which are
covered by regulations in subpart 3107
and part 3120 of this title and 30 CFR
part 221; neither do they cover min-
erals underlying Indian tribal or allot-
ted lanes, which are subject to regula-
tions in title 25 CFR, nor minerals sub-
ject to the general mining laws (30
U.S.C. 21 through 54); nor minerals
under the Materials Act; nor minerals
underlying lands, the surface of which
is not owned by the U.S. Government;
nor minerals or operations subject to
the provisions of 43 CFR subpart 3041.

NOTE: See Redesignation Table 2 of 43 CFR
part 4000 to End, for appropriate sections of
former subpart 3107 and part 3120 referred to
in the above paragraph (b).

(c) The regulations in this part shall
apply only to permits, leases, or con-
tracts issued subsequent to the date on
which the regulations become effec-
tive.

[34 FR 852, Jan. 18, 1969, as amended at 37 FR
12801, June 29, 1972; 41 FR 20273, May 17, 1976;
48 FR 27016, June 10, 1983]

§ 23.3 Definitions.

As used in the regulations in this
part:

(a) Mineral leasing acts means the
Mineral Leasing Act of February 25,
1920, as amended and supplemented (30
U.S.C. 181–287) and the Mineral Leasing
Act for Acquired Lands (30 U.S.C. 351–
359);

(b) Mining Supervisor means the Area
Mining Supervisor, or his authorized
representative, of the Geological Sur-
vey authorized as provided in 30 CFR
211.3 and 231.2 to supervise operations

on the land covered by a permit or
lease;

(c) District manager means the man-
ager of the district office or other au-
thorized officer of the Bureau of Land
Management having administrative ju-
risdiction of and responsibility for the
land covered by a permit, lease, con-
tract, application, or offer;

(d) Overburden means all the earth
and other materials which lie above a
natural deposit of minerals and such
earth and other materials after re-
moval from their natural state in the
process of mining;

(e) Area of land to be affected or area
of land affected means the area of land
from which overburden is to be or has
been removed and upon which the over-
burden or waste is to be or has been de-
posited, and includes all lands affected
by the construction of new roads or the
improvement or use of existing roads
to gain access to an operation and for
haulage;

(f) Operation means all of the prem-
ises, facilities, roads, and equipment
used in the process of determining the
location, composition or quality of a
mineral deposit, or in developing, ex-
tracting, or onsite processing of a min-
eral deposit in a designated area;

(g) Method of operation means the
method or manner by which a cut or
open pit is made, the overburden is
placed or handled, water is controlled
or affected and other pacts performed
by the operator in the process of ex-
ploring or uncovering and removing or
onsite processing of a mineral deposit;

(h) Holder or Operator means the per-
mittee, leasee, or contractor des-
ignated in a permit, lease, or contract;

(i) Reclamation means measures un-
dertaken to bring about the necessary
reconditioning or restoration of land or
water that has been affected by explo-
ration or mineral development, mining
or onsite processing operations, and
waste disposal, in ways which will pre-
vent or control onsite and offsite dam-
age to the environment.

[34 FR 852, Jan. 18, 1969, as amended at 38 FR
10009, Apr. 23, 1973; 48 FR 27016, June 10, 1983]

§ 23.4 Application for permission to
conduct exploration operations.

No person shall, in any manner or by
any means which will cause the surface
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